PRESS RELEASE from Galway City Community Forum, 6 December 2010

***************************

Community Forum shocked over proposed cutbacks

In a response to recent news that funding for Community and Voluntary Fora will be ceased next year, Galway City Community Forum has today launched a campaign to ensure continued support for the Forum going forward. 

Tommy Flaherty, Chairperson of the Community Forum: “We were chocked to learn about these savage cutbacks, which threatens to undermine more than ten year's work to develop the Forum as the collective voice for the Community and Voluntary sector in Galway City. As a recognised social partner both nationally and locally, it is vital that we protect the future of the Forum”.

Galway City Community Forum was set up in 2000 with the aim to act as a platform and collective representative voice for the community and voluntary sector in the city. Today, the Forum has more than 245 affiliated groups and organisations from all walks of life and all areas of the City. The past two years alone, the Forum has seen its membership increase by nearly 20%. In its capacity as a fully-fledged social partner, the Forum participates actively in the development of Galway City, through representation on a number of important committees and boards, including Galway City Council’s Strategic Policy Committees and Galway City Development Board.

Following the publication of the Government's National Recovery Plan, the Department for Environment, Heritage and Local Government has written to the City Manager advising of plans to cease all funding for Community and Voluntary Fora in 2011.

“The Forum is run by volunteers who devote many hours to ensure that the community voice is heard. However, it will be extremely difficult to continue the development of the Community Forum without any support. We are deeply concerned about the implications of this proposal, and we will seek a meeting with the City Manager and Director of Community and Enterprise as soon as possible to discuss what support Galway City Council can give the Forum going forward”. 

Galway City Community Forum will host its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 7 December 2010 from 7pm in the Menlo Park Hotel, Headford Road, where the membership is expected to discuss the implications of the proposed cutbacks. All members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting.     
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**********************

For further comments please contact Chairperson, Tommy Flaherty, on Tel. 091-768300.  

