PRESS RELEASE from Galway City Community Forum 

Community Forum: McCarthy-Report is a serious threat to Galway’s Community and Voluntary Sector

The proposals by An Bord Snip Nua will have a devastating effect on communities with the cutbacks in community funding. While these proposed cutbacks highlight the job cuts in the public sector, they do not take into account the devastating effect that the cuts will have on those employed in the community sector and the subsequent job losses that will occur.

These proposed cuts, if implemented will allow the government to make cutbacks in a sector that has done so much work to develop communities and provide a better quality of life for many. If implemented, we will be taking a major step backward, which will be very hard to recover from. The Government must recognise the major contribution both paid and unpaid that the community sector make to our society.

Cutting back on community funding is another attack on the vulnerable and depriving the community sector of crucial funding will be devastating to groups working in communities. 

If the Government worked on the principles that the community sector operate, then we would not be in the crisis that we are currently in, as the community sector only spends money that it has and then only if it is really needed.  

The Galway City Community Forum call on our local representatives not to support the proposed cutbacks in community funding, or proposed cutbacks that will affect the most vulnerable in society.

The Galway City Community Forum will over the coming month’s campaign to highlight the issues that will face the community sector and the groups that it represents if the proposed cutbacks are introduced.

Ends- Ends- Ends

**********************

Galway City Community Forum was established in 2000 to act as a representative, collective voice for the community and voluntary sector in Galway. The Forum currently has more than 215 affiliated groups and organisations and plays an active role the social, economic and cultural development of the city.

For further comments please contact: Chairperson, Nuala O’Hara, Tel. 086 8314861.   

