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Community Forum meets with the Minister of Transport over City’s Traffic Congestion

In an attempt to help solve Galway City’s increasing traffic congestion and secure major state funding for a sustainable transport infrastructure, Galway City Community Forum met earlier today with Minister of Transport, Noel Dempsey TD.

The meeting was organised on the Forum’s initiative as a response to the Government’s new “Smarter Travel – A Sustainable Transport Future” initiative, which promises to put ‘people’ rather than ‘vehicles’ first. The Government has through this initiative expressed a firm commitment to invest in walking, cycling and public transport as primary modes of transport. 

Nuala O’Hara, Chairperson of Galway City Community Forum explains; “The reliance on private cars as the main mode of transport is seriously damaging the health and quality of life of people in Galway. The only way forward is to develop an Integrated Transport Strategy where priority is given to pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users over private car-users”.   

“The Forum feels that Galway City would be an ideal candidate to be selected as a pilot project and demonstration city for the Government’s new initiative and we were delighted to be given the opportunity to present these ideas to Minister Dempsey”, Nuala O’Hara continues. 

The Community Forum was established in 2000 as a platform for the community and voluntary sector in Galway City and is today a strong local voice, representing more than 200 groups and organisations. The Forum is recognised as a fully-fledged social partner and has played a crucial part in transforming city transport policies though its active membership of relevant partnership committees.

The decision to promote Galway as a pilot project for the Government’s new “Smarter Travel – A Sustainable Transport Future” initiative is included in the Forum’s new Strategy Plan, which outlines a number of actions to be developed and promoted over the the next three years. 
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For further comments please contact: Chairperson, Nuala O’Hara, Tel. 086 8314861.   

For information please contact: Co-ordinator, Poul Walsh Olesen, Tel. 091 536458.

Further information on the Forum’s transport policies can be found by logging on to www.galwaycityforum.ie. 







