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Successful Community Forum meeting with local candidates

Candidates in the upcoming local elections on the 5th of June were invited to attend the quarterly meeting of Galway City Community Forum to discuss the Forum’s new Strategy Plan, which was launched recently in the Galway City Museum. Sixteen candidates and approximately seventy-five groups and individuals attended the highly successful meeting in the Menlo Park Hotel on the 12th of May.    

Discussions were held with the candidates around key issues in the plan such as housing, transport and planning, law and order, environmental protection, unique identity and heritage, community development, arts and culture and recreation and amenity space. All candidates had received copies of the plan before the meeting and were invited to give their opinions on the actions in the plan. They were asked which actions they felt they could support if elected and how they as councillors could advance the actions in partnership with the community representatives of the Forum.  

There were four sessions of twenty minutes where candidates circulated between tables. Very lively discussions ensued and the feedback was very positive. 

Chairperson Nuala O’Hara would like to thank councillors Colette Connolly (Labour party), Catherine Connolly (Independent), Niall O’Brolchain (Green Party) Mary Leahy (Fianna Fail) Terry O’Flaherty (Independent) and Daniel Callanan (Independent) who attended. Ten new candidates also attended the meeting and their presence was much appreciated. They were: Ms. Sheila Mangan (Fianna Fail), Mr. Frank Fahey (Fine Gael), Ms. Nuala Nolan (Labour), Ms. Máiréad Ní Chróinín (Green Party), Mr. James Hope (Green Party), Mr. Martin Concannon (Sinn Fein), Mr. Tom Hanly (Sinn Fein), Mr. Mike Cubbard (Independent), Mr. Mike Geraghty (Independent) and Mr. AJ Cahill (Independent). 

Nuala O’Hara would like to wish all those who participated the best of luck in the elections and Forum members look forward to working with them for the next five years.

Galway City Community Forum was established in 2000 to act as a representative, collective voice for the community and voluntary sector in Galway. The Forum currently has more than 200 affiliated groups and organisations and plays an active role the social, economic and cultural development of the city.
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For further comments please contact: Chairperson, Nuala O’Hara, Tel. 086 8314861 / 091 761648, Email: nualaohara@gmail.com
The Community Forum’s Strategy Plan 2009-2011 and other key policy documents are available for download on www.galwaycityforum.ie.
