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Steering Group Meeting held on the 17th of January 2005 in Galway City Council, City Hall, College Road.
Attendance:  Ms. Gráinne Archer, Mr. Andy Bourne, Ms. Sandra Bunting, Ms. Delo Collier, Mr. Kieran Cunnane, Mr. Shane Foran, Ms. Joan Kavanagh, Ms. Tokie Laotan, Ms.  Deirdre Murphy, Ms. Naula O’Hara, Mr. Stan Sjothun.

Apologies: Mr. Michael Dooley, Ms. Eleanor Hough, Ms. Anne McDonagh, Ms. Matti Twomey. 

In Attendance: Ms. Claire Ann Ni Fhlaithearta GCCF Co-Ordinator, Mr. Gary McMahon. 

Item 1: Minutes of the last meeting held on the 23rd of  November 2004: 

Ms. Gráinne Archer advised to note her apologies for the previous meeting. 

The minutes of the meeting held on the 23rd of November 2004 were proposed by Ms. Deirdre Murphy and seconded by Ms. Sandra Bunting. 

Item 2: Election of a new Chairperson for the Steering Group: 

Ms. Claire Ann Ni Fhlaithearta advised the Steering Group that a person requested to vote for a new chairperson via proxy. After a lengthy discussion it was decided to take a vote on the matter and the Steering Group agreed that no vote would be taken by proxy. 

Ms. Delo Collier nominated Ms. Nuala O’Hara for the position of chairperson and seconded by Ms. Joan Kavanagh. Ms. Nuala O’Hara advised that she would like to go forward for the position. Ms. Sandra Bunting nominated Mr. Shane Foran for the position and seconded by Ms. Deirdre Murphy. It was agreed that Ms. Nuala O’Hara and Mr. Shane Foran would give resumes to the group.  A vote was then taken. There were 3 votes to Ms. Nuala O’Hara and 8 votes to Mr. Shane Foran, therefore Mr. Shane Foran was elected the new chairperson of the Steering Group. 

Item 3: Priorities for 2005:

Ms. Claire Ann Ni Fhlaithearta advised of the Priorities for 2005. 

· Website: Claire Ann advised that there  has been a delay in getting the website up and running but it is hoped to have it up in the coming week. 

· Information Officers: Claire Ann advised that it is intended to invite a representative from the Monaghan Forum to talk to the Steering Group about their experiences with implementing the use of Information Officers. 

· Recruitment Drive: Claire Ann advised that she has been in touch with Bullet Design who are designing a new logo for the Forum. It is hoped to prepare info packs, car stickers and stationary to promote the Forum and recruit new members. 

Item 4: A.O.B: 

It was agreed by the group to fill the vacant positions on the Co-ordinating Mechanisms: 

· Ms. Delo Collier – Sports and Recreation Forum 

· Ms. Gráinne Archer – Community Development Group

· Ms. Nuala O’Hara – Strategic Learning Network

· Mr. Kieran Cunnane – Natural Environment & Waterways Group

Mr. Andy Bourne asked if the attendance records could be displayed for the Election Process for the AGM. Mr. Gary McMahon advised that non-attendance of members will be examined in the Mid-Term Evaluation of the Strategy. Mr. Shane Foran advised that there is an issue with the attendance of other sectors to meetings. Mr. Gary McMahon advised that it is up to the Community Forum representatives on the City Development Board to bring the issue of non-attendance to the Board – Ms. Joan Kavanagh, Ms. Brid Ni Chonghoile and Mr. Denis O’Brien represent the Community Forum at the Board meetings. 

Ms. Delo Collier requested that her Article for the previous Tribes Vibes Newsletter be reprinted in the next issue without any editing. Ms. Collier advised that what she wanted to put across in the article had been lost due to the editing. It was agreed to run the article in the next Newsletter. 

Mr. Gary McMahon advised that the Connaught Waste Plan Open Day Consultation will be taking place between 3 p.m. – 8 p.m. on the 8th of February 2005 in City Hall, College Road. Mr. Gary McMahon advised that there are currently 49 submissions made to Connaught Waste Plan. 

Ms. Gráinne Archer advised that the Disability Bill is still at Stage 2 and that a Public Meeting on the Disability Bill and The National Disability Strategy will be held on Tuesday the 8th of February 2005 at 7:30 p.m. at the RDS Concert Hall. 

Ms. Gráinne Archer advised that the group People with Disabilities in Ireland Ltd. - Galway Network has been disbanded. 

Item 5: Dates of the next meeting of the GCCF and GCCF Steering Group: 

The AGM for the Community Forum will be taking place on the 15th of March 2005 in the Menlo Park Hotel, Headford Road at 7 p.m. 

The next Steering Group Meeting will be taking place on Wednesday 23rd of February 2005 at 7 p.m. in the Training Room in City Hall. 

Agenda for the next meeting of the Steering Group: 
· Residents Associations

· 3 Seminars 

· Galway Volunteering Network

· Sub-groups

· Budget










