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Launch of the History of

AIDS West - “A Brave Stand”
by Geraldine Mills

Irish AIDS Du:,.l is one of suppert for all those
living with HIV as well as o time to remember
those who have died from an AlDSrelated
illness. AIDS West strives every year to find
innovative ways fo draw aftention to the fact that
there are over 5000 people living with the virus
in Ireland. This year was ne exception and the
day was commemorated on 15th June with wo
major events.

Lunchtime saw the launch of 'A Brave Stand:

The History of AIDS West' by Maria Joyce. The
book was launched in Galway City Museum
with Mayor Declan McDonnell in offendance.

It was very fitting that John Kilmartin, Vice
President of Regulatory Affoirs of Medtronic

did the henours as Medtronic has always been
very supportive of AIDS West's work. The book
charts the histery of the erganisation from those
Eurh.l days, when an HIV pasitive diagnosis

was o death sentence, to where it is loday,
supporting HIV positive people fo live long and
fulfilling lives. It was an hanour that the founders
of the organisation, Dr Evelyn Stevens and Dr
Angelo Savoge were both there o see their story
in prinl. There was a fantastic attendance with
many volunteers from those early days as well as

Thee lsunch of A Breve Stand with (From | ke e JLiz Marin,
eralding Mills, Movor Dackain Me Donnell, and Maria Joyce

past staff members, managers and members of

the board

The evening celebrofions continued with o
fundraising concert in Munroe's of Dominick
Street, teaturing The Black Mogic Big Band with
s.pav:inl guest appearance, Julie Feeney. |t was
the best valve concert in town for o long time
For a mere €10 the auvdience not anly got the
great sound of the Block Magic Big Boand ond o
mesmerising performance from award-winning
Julie Feeney, but there was food courtesy of
Murroe's, some fantastic raffle prizes and a
wonderful display of Swing on the dance floor
The Black Magic Big Band is aptly named,
magic in its music and big, not just in numbers |
there are 17 of them) but also in the generosity
of its members, Especiulh.f .|".l"|ic|-:1l,.-' Balton, who
initiated this fundraiser. For all new fans, they
play regularly at Busker Browne's in Cross Street.
And Julie Feeney, who hails from Athenry,

once again amazed the audience with her
ever-popular numbers Impossibly Beautiful and
Grace. We are very grateful that she tock fime
out on the eve of her world tour to perform for
s,

A terrific night was had |::-::.r all. The concert not
only highlighted the issues of HIV but the funds
raised will be used to support those living with
HIV and to deliver educational programmes on
saxual haath to the puhlic in the west of Ireland.
If you would like a free copy of ‘A Brave Stand’,
please ring the office at 091-566266 or
email info@aidswest.ie

The Black Mogic Big Band






