
Cruinniú /Name of Meeting
Arts and Culture Group

Ionadaí FPCG  (glacadóir - nótaí)

Name of GCCF Rep (note-taker)
Sandra Bunting

Dáta & Suite

Date & Location of Meeting:
March 22, 2006, The Arts and Culture Group of the Galway City Development Board had its regular monthly meeting on March 22, 2006, this time at the new museum at Spanish Arch, which is in the process of completion and will be opened later this year. Everyone was favourably impressed by the bright new building and looked forward to the launch.

I láthair/ Attendance
Both representatives of the Galway City Community Forum, Brid Ni Chonghoile and Sandra Bunting were in attendance, along with Gary McMahon, Michael Burke and Martine Gibsey of City Hall, Councillor John Mulholand, Carmel Garret of the VEC and John Ashton of Macnas.

Príomhphointí pléite / Key Issues Discussed:

Brid, especially, was a great asset, as she acts on the CDB, the Tourism group and as a representative of GLEG, can advise on matters related to the Irish language.

Work on the priority actions of the group for the next three continued to dominate. The five points were summarized for presentation to the CDB on April 28. 

The present status of those priorities are:
1. Cultural Capital (replacing Cultural Campus)

· undertaking a needs analysis of amenities and infrastructure, identifying space and recommendations on how to maintain in the future. (Finding home for Macnas still urgent.)

2. A school of Music

· Carmel Garret and John Mulholand made submissions

3. Galway as a Bilingual City

· A study on public attitudes in presenting Galway as an official Irish-English language

4. Concert Hall

· Brid Ni Chonghaille said that John Concannon of Ireland West Tourism was ready to run with this. Others involved parties are Anne Melia and Ger Hurley of NUI, G.

5. Galway as a Creative City

· There was a proposed change of the Arts and Culture Group into the Creative City Group. Rather than just concentrating on the arts, it would also embrace Research and Development and Science and Technology. The group was encourage to look for more creative and diverse solutions for funding and infrastructure rather than turning to city hall all the time. It’s about developing connections and links.

Socruithe déanta/ Key Decisions Made:



Gníomhaíochtaí is gá a iarraidh ar an bhFóram

Action(s) required from Community Forum: 

The new concept for the group encourages feedback above all. All members of the Galway City Community Forum and are asked to submit comments to:

ssandra.bunting@gmail.com
gleg@eircom.net

Dáta don chéad chruinniú eile

Date of next meeting : 
The next meeting of the Creative City Group will be held at the Macnas Office at the Black Box on June 4 at 3:00.

 Moltaí breise /Any Other Comments:

Other Comments:
Carmel said although it was not a boom time, industry was not investing in the Arts in Galway.

Gary said that not having a municipal gallery was affecting public buying practises in Galway  (Buying as decoration vs art.)

It was discussed that resources are not only about money; but about political contacts, ideas, people who can make things happen.
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Please return to Galway City Community Forum Co-ordinator at City Hall, College Road, Galway.  Email communityforum@galwaycity.ie.  


