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Date of Last Meeting:
Tuesday, 13th July, 2004.  City Hall, College Rd, Galway City Council

Attendance
Attending : Stan Sjothun, Grainne Archer, Michael Dooley, Brendan Smith (Chair), Deirde Murphy, Sandra Bunting

Apologies Eamon Fitzpatrick, John Conneely, Bríd ní Chonghoile, Mary Flanagan

In Attendance : Gary Mc Mahon, Galway City Council, Joanne Reilly, GCCF Coordinator

Key Issues Discussed:
1. Introduction of Joanne Reilly, newly appointed Community Forum Co-ordinator

2. The difficulty of obtaining Garda clearance for many organisations

3. The role of Councillors in the Forum and their presence at Forum meetings 

4. Possible ways to monitor the progress of Councillors wrt their election promises

5. Forthcoming Forum meeting in September and need to ensure as high a turnout as possible

6. Forum budget for 2004 and need to hold a conference on housing as detailed in 2003 budget submission to Dept. of Environment

7. Conditions surrounding the proposed granting of 5,000 euros to the Galway Volunteer Bureau 
8. Use the start of the newly elected Council, to position the Forum and communicate its policies 

9. Suggestions on the composition of the next edition of the TRIBES Newsletter and feedback on the printers used

10. Possibility of hosting sectoral seminars and conferences quarterly

11. Need to simply the registration procedure for existing members of the GCCF

Key Decisions Made:


1. Brendan Smith (Chair of Steering Group) to act as liaison between J.Reilly and Steering Group

2. Propose a new amendment to the existing Community Forum wrt role of Councillors in the Forum, to be forwarded at the next Forum meeting in September as follows:

3. “Galway City Community may not be represented on any body or committee by anyone who is currently, or has been in the previous two years, an elected member of Galway City Council.”

4. Next Community Forum meeting to be scheduled for 16th September.  Initial notice for 16th August with reminder to follow by 30th August.

5. Nominees for the CDB & SPCs to provide a CV and photo by 6th Sept.

6. Deirdre Murphy & Michael Dooley to investigate the need for a housing conference given a similar conference is already in the late planning stages

Action(s) required from Steering Group:


The following Steering Group delegations to  meet the following Councillors:

· Stan Sjothun & Michael Dooley to meet Billy Cameron, Padraig Conneelly, John Connolly;

· Deirdre Murphy & Sandra Bunting to meet Danny Callinan, Colette Connolly, Michael Leahy, Niall O'’Brolchain

· Brendan Smith & Grainne Archer to meet Donal Lyons, Brian Walsh, Catherine Connolly

Linkages with other groups
· B.Smith to write to Mayor requesting an address by a delegation of the Forum to a full meeting of the City Council 
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