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Date of Meeting:

23-11-04.  City Hall, College Rd, Galway City Council. Last meeting 11-10-04

Attendance
Attending : Stan Sjothun, Deirdre Murphy (acting Chair), Sandra Bunting, Shane Foran, Tokie Laotan, Mary Flanagan

Apologies :  Brid Ni Chonghoile, Gary Mc Mahon, Brendan Smith

In Attendance : Joanne Reilly, G CCF Co-ordinator

Key Issues Discussed:

Vacancies for elections

 Need to clarify who is standing down, who is still currently representing the Forum etc. – Joanne Reilly suggested contacting all Co-ord Mech Reps in New Year to determine their intentions i.e. will they stay on, do they want to resign etc.  Elections to be held in Mar ’05

 Joanne Reilly asked for nominations from Steering Group to fill 2 vacancies on Galway Volunteering Network – none forthcoming due to small attendance at meeting

AGM & Quarterly Meeting

 Once Joanne Reilly clarified that the next Quarterly meeting was indeed also the AGM then proceeded to the matter of the elections of members to the Steering Group given that 1/3 of the Steering Group must be refreshed annually.

 The election of new Steering Group members will be informal with people stepping down, nominating themselves etc on the night – as has happened previously.

 Xmas party – Joanne Reilly gave option of having karaoke but Steering Group decided to stay with trad music

Information Stands

 Threshold & C.I.C. will be present according to D.Murphy

 Rapid & Pat Foley have agreed to provide material according to J.Reilly

Tribe Vibes

 Decided to stay with Tribe Vibes and not merge with WESTWORD (newsletter of Galway Peoples Resource Centre).  J.Reilly to send letter stating same to Ciaran Hayes of Westword.

Rep training session

 Sandra Bunting felt some of the new Reps appeared a little daunted by the evening and what was expected of them – she felt a more positive/fun evening might be better approach next time

 Draft Rep guidelines to be formulated based on meeting, N.McGuinness’ report,  J.Reilly info pack & B.Smith contributions on the topic in Tribe Vibes

Interest Groups

 Joanne Reilly placed this item on the agenda as felt groups had become inactive  - presumably as need for them fluctuates

 Follow up to the Residents Seminar to occur as an interest group under Sandra Bunting & Eleanor Hough’s direction

 CDB & SPC Reps need to chair interest group meetings and return reports to Co-ord

 Joanne Reilly stated that she has not yet come across a file of reports from interest groups – Clerical Officer from C&E Dept to follow-up with search

Corporate Plan & City Dev Plan

 Shane Foran to prepare report on City Dev Plan for 7-12-04

 Director of Transport at GCC requested SF & DH to prepare submission with regard to corporate plan via Transport SPC

Amendments to Constitution

 Two new insertions to go under section 1.14 under newly titled section called ‘ Selection of Representatives’

 Steering Group will propose debating a new insertion to the constitution under deselection of reps titled ‘non-attendance of GGCF Reps at meetings’

Residents Seminar
 Sandra Bunting gave briefing – see attached – highlighted the poor attendance

 Sandra Bunting requested that thank you letter go out to E. Hough on behalf of Steering Group– JR to follow up 

 Joanne Reilly gave update on County Forums progress with insurance scheme for its members

 Next Residents Seminar to proceed as interest/working group – Co-ord to assist

Seminars

 Next seminar will be on ‘Wildlife in the City’, in Feb 2005 and should be chaired by Brendan Smith – Aoibheann Mc Cann was interested in helping w/this seminar

PR Working Group

 Joanne Reilly tabled this item as group is partically defunct – needs to be revised

 Sandra Bunting said that she, Gary, Marion Nolan, John Connolly & Speedies were members

 Joanne Reilly suggested that the PR group should send out press releases re Quarterly meeting of Forum

Information Officers

 Mary Flanagan expressed concerns her concerns with regard to what exactly was entailed – would we alienate some people, people didn’t have time to download emails

 Mary Flanagan did not want to have to check a computer herself, preferred receiving mail by post

 Deirdre Murphy could remember matter being discussed at last Qly meeting (16-9-04)

 Sandra Bunting & Joanne Reilly confirmed matter had been discussed at Qly meeting

 Joanne Reilly explained the need to streamline communication between Forum and members – stated her belief that a dual system of email/web & post would not be advisable from an admin point of view – work with one system only to ensure consistency – 

 Joanne Reilly pointed training & support that would be available from Forum

 Joanne Reilly suggested inviting Monaghan Forum down to give presentation to SG on their experiences with rolling out the use of Info Officers countywide – was it working, did membership drop off etc.

Derrick Hambleton & Ardaun Corridor Developments

 15-20 min presentation from D. Hambleton on proposed 410 ha self-contained village of Ardaun 

 DH felt GCCF had strong role to play in ensuring that development has the right facilities & infrastructure in place to avoid some of the problems experienced in Knocknacarra & Doughuisce

 D. Hambleton will make submission on GCCF behalf

 Joanne Reilly suggested he do so as part of an interest/working group by reactivating the Transport & Environment working group with a meeting with this Arduan Dev. As its focus, to be chaired by DH in the New Year.

Material circulated included

 B.Smiths resignation letter

 S. Buntings Residents Seminar report
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