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Date of Last Meeting:
Tuesday, &th September, 2004.  City Hall, College Rd, Galway City Council

Attendance
Attending : Stan Sjothun, Brendan Smith (Chair), Deirdre Murphy, Sandra Bunting, Shane Foran, Tokie Laotan, Matti Twomey

Apologies : Bríd ní Chonghoile, Mary Flanagan

In Attendance : Gary Mc Mahon, Galway City Council, Joanne Reilly, GCCF Coordinator

[image: image2.wmf]Key Issues Discussed:


Meetings with Councillors

1. Update on meetings between Steering Group and Councillors – Stan Sjothun & Michael Dooley to meet Billy Cameron, Padraig Conneelly, John Connolly.  Sandra Bunting, Brendan Smith & Deirdre Murphy used reporting templates.

Election related matters

2. Proposal from the SG to go on the agenda for the Qly meeting of the GCCF (16-9-04) wrt election of GCCF Reps was as follows : As agreed at the last meeting of the GCCF Steering Group (7th Sept., 2004) the election will follow the following guidelines

· Where the number of nominees equals the number of available places then the nominees in question will be deemed automatically elected, without the need for a vote.

· Where the number of nominees exceeds the number of available places then an election will follow

· Where there are insufficient numbers of nominees for the number of places available then nominations can be made right up to the start of the election meeting

3. Last minute call for nominations for vacancy for GCCF Rep on Social Inclusion Co-ordination Mechanism (due to resignation) to be accepted as per above right up to start of the Qly meeting

4. In addition it was decided that all nominees would be given the opportunity to address the Forum for 2minutes before elections on the 16-9-04

5. G. McMahon said that G. City Council, probably with GCCF, would brief new Reps towards the end of Sept., 2004

Other Forum matters to be raised at Quarterly Meeting (Qly meeting)

6. B. Smith to address Qly Meeting of the Forum (16-9-04) on following proposal regarding the role of Councillors at Forum meetings  - 

“Galway City Community may not be represented on any body or committee by anyone who is currently, or has been in the previous two years, an elected member of Galway City Council.”

7. Co-ordinator spoke about need for Information Officer and use of reporting templates as part of improving the Forums overall efficiency.  SG agreed that all Forum groups must have Information Officers and use Reporting templates.  B. Smith offered the services of DERI for Information Officer training in the Galway Education Centre.

8. Agreed to ask for input from GCCF at Qly meeting for seminars – suggested topics were Childrens Travel (S.Foran proposer), Residents issues (G.McMahon S. Bunting), Wildlife (B. Smith) & Tenants Rights (D.Murphy & B.Smith)

9. The next seminar will be focused on Residents Associations and run in conjunction with Galway Learning Network Week.

10. Discussed Information stands expected at the Qly Meeting of the GCCF (16-9-04)

Continued overleaf

Tribe Vibes

11. Discussed the possibility of Tribe Vibes (GCCF) and Westword (Galway Peoples Resource Centre) merging.  A number of issues/concerns were raised  - decided to invite Ciaran Hayes to brief the next SG meeting with respect to above.

12. SG agreed Forum to sponsor miniIpod for Youth Reporter competition in Tribe Vibes.

Other Forum matters

13. Deirdre Murphy spoke about the difficulty of  defining ‘anti-social behaviour’.  Deirdre Murphy to provide update on housing related behaviour, Housing Miscell Provisions Act 1997
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